New American Joint Commission on Cancer staging system for melanoma: prognostic impact and future directions.
Accurate melanoma staging is critical in establishing management strategies and estimating disease relapse. Combined with assessment of comorbidities and understanding treatment toxicities, risk assessment is central to offering appropriate surgical or systemic therapies. The American Joint Commission on Cancer (AJCC) melanoma staging system provides survival estimates within anatomically defined disease categories. Newer prognostic factors and methods of prognostic analyses can augment predictions for the presence of micro-metastatic disease and further define the risk for relapse. This article highlights relevant changes, evidence supporting future incorporation of more recently defined prognostic variables, novel approaches used as adjuncts to the current staging system, and future directions of the AJCC staging committee.